
 

       Silent Scenes 

 

Scene #1 6+ People:  King, Queen, Ghost, Henchman, Guests                                          

 

1. A king and queen enter a banquet hall for a fancy dinner, followed by their guests. 

2. The king leaves for a moment to meet with a henchman. 

3. A ghost enters and takes the king’s seat.  No one notices the ghost. 

4. The king returns and reacts with horror to the ghost.  No one understands his panic. 

5. The queen tries to explain the king’s behavior, calm the guests, and keep the party 

going. 

6. The ghost leaves, and the king returns to normal. 

7. The ghost returns, and the king falls apart again. 

8. The banquet is ruined, and the guests leave. 

9. The king and queen discuss their problems. 

 

Scene #2 5 people:  3 Witches, 2 Men 

 

1. Three witches appear and cast a spell. 

2. Two men appear and are startled by the witches, but the men question them. 

3. The witches predict greatness for the first man. 

4. The men discuss the predictions. 

5. The second man asks for their predictions for his future. 

6. The witches make some confusing but good predictions for him, too. 

7. The men try to ask more questions, but the witches vanish. 

8. The men discuss this vision and then leave. 

This activity takes language away in order to show what is going on in a scene in terms of 

movement, facial expression, body language. It is not intended to be a guessing game. Language 

can be given back to the scene later, when it will have acquired an extra dimension of meaning.  

 

Each group should find a playing space with good background, exits, and relation to audience. 

When the students perform, they can put the audience wherever they want them. Once they get their 

scripts, they should choose their parts quickly and talk out ideas. Then they should rehearse twice 

through in silence. 

  

When all the class is ready, you can determine the order and have each group say “curtain” to begin, 

and “curtain” when they have finished. 



Scene #3 5+ People:  Boss, Good Man, Grumpy Men 

 

1. On one side, some grumpy men are whispering and sneering and laughing 

while… 

2. On the other side, a boss and a good man are talking seriously. 

3. The boss goes off, bowing and waving to loyal fans. The good man seems 

troubled. 

4. The grumpy men approach the good man. 

5. The grumpy men indicate that the boss is too bossy.  

6. The good man reluctantly agrees.   

7. The grumpy men propose to kill the boss.   

8. The good man is horrified. 

9. The grumpy men start to leave.  The good man stops them, and he finally agrees 

to help.  They go to plan at one side. 

10.  The boss enters with great confidence.   

11.  One by one the grumpy men surround him to ask for favors; some of the men are 

on their knees.   

12.  Last, the good man approaches. 

13.  One by one the grumpy men use their weapons to strike the boss. 

14.  He turns to the good man for help.  The good man uses his weapon, too. 

15.  Embracing the good man, the dying boss, who is shocked at the betrayal, dies. 

 

 

 

Scene #4 4 People:  2 Women, 2 Men 

 

1. Man A is sleeping on the ground. 

1. Woman A enters but does not see Man A.  She is pursued by Man B who 

desperately wants to be her boyfriend. 

2. Man A awakes and begs Woman A to be her boyfriend, too. 

3. Man B is annoyed. 

4. The woman thinks that both men are making fun of her; she yells at them. 

5. Woman B enters in search of Man B.  Her feelings are crushed when Man B 

rejects her. 

6. Woman A is infuriated because she thinks Woman B is in on the joke with the 

men to mock her.   

7. Woman B is angry because she thinks Woman A has stolen her boyfriend. 

8. The men almost come to blows.  

9. The women almost come to blows. 

10.  The men stomp off with the plans to fight. 

11.  Woman A runs away from a very angry Woman B. 

12.  Woman B, totally baffled, leaves. 



Scene #5 3 People:  Woman, Suitor, “Youth” 

 

1. A woman disguises herself as a young man and exits. 

1. A snobby beauty enters, followed by a man who desperately wants to be her 

boyfriend. 

2. The “young man” enters and sees the beauty being rude to the man who wants to 

be her boyfriend. 

3. The “young man” scolds the woman. 

4. The woman immediately falls in love with the “young man.” 

5. The rejected man sits to the side, totally bummed out. 

6. The youth tries to explain to the woman that she should be happy to have the love 

of a good man. 

7. The woman doesn’t care about the arguments.  She just wants to win the youth’s 

heart. 

8. The youth puts her down and exits. 

9. The woman pouts but is not discouraged.  She makes plans to woo the youth. 

10.  The woman convinces the man she doesn’t want to take a letter to the youth. 

 

Scene #6 4 People:  Ghost, 3 Men 

 

1. Three people meet outside to discuss an earlier appearance of a ghost. 

2. The ghost appears and beckons one of the men to follow him. 

3. The ghost convinces the man that he is the ghost of the man’s father. 

4. The ghost explains that he was murdered. 

5. The ghost convinces the man to avenge his death. 

6. The ghost leaves. 

7. The man vows to carry out the ghost’s wishes. 

8. The two men reappear, and he swears them to secrecy. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Sullivan  

Austin, Texas 

 

Key to scenes: 

1. Macbeth 

2. Macbeth 

3. Julius Caesar 

4. A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

5. As You Like It 

6. Hamlet 


